
The Quest for Ichabod Crane 
 

An Interactive Family Adventure 
 

THE SETTING: 
 
It is the day of the wedding of Katrina Van Tassel and Brom Bones. Guests have come to 
Philipsburg Manor to attend the lavish wedding reception being thrown by Katrina's father, 
Baltus Van Tassel. However, Katrina appears to be missing... 
 

1) QUEUE 
 
Townspeople run up and down the lines, searching for Katrina. 
 
Townsperson 
“Katrina! Katrina Van Tassel! Have you seen her? She’s getting married today, but she’s 
disappeared! Vanished! On her wedding day!” 
 
Townspeople continue in this vein, Katrina is missing. It is her wedding day. She’s marrying 
Brom Bones. Baltus Van Tassel is throwing a huge celebration afterwards. Katrina agreed to 
marry Brom right after that strange incident with the Schoolmaster and the Bridge. The 
Hoseman got him. They only found his hat. Etc. 
 

2) KATRINA (FRONT GATE AND STORY INFO) 
 
Katrina quickly herds the people towards the Tavern. 
 
“Good people! My name is Katrina Van Tassel. Please help me. The Schoolmaster, Ichabod 
Crane, was seen looking for me. I thought he was dead! If he’s alive, I must speak with him! 
Please help me find Ichabod! The Tavern Owner has seen him! Come! Come! And please, tell 
no one that you’ve seen me!” 
 
She brings them to the Tavern Owner. 
 
“Enoch! Tell these good people what you told me!” 
 
She leaves them there and returns to meet the next group. 
 
 

3) TAVERN (WAILING WOMAN DEN) 
 
Tavern Owner (Enoch) 



 
“Looking for Crane, are you? Well if you see him, don’t get your fingers or toes too close to his 
mouth, or he’s liable to gobble them up! The man’s an eating machine! He passed through like a 
whirlwind, eating everything in sight! The man’s voracious! It’s like he isn’t even human! I tried to 
stop him at one point, or at least slow him down, but he growled at me, his eyes wide with terror, 
and raced out the back as if he was being chased!” 
 
Tavern Owner will point out the back of the Tavern. When guests try to leave, he stops them. 
 
“Now just hold on there! You can’t run through my tavern for free! Ichabod got away with it, but I 
won’t be fooled twice. How many of you are there? I need three pence a head. Go on then, 
cough it up. Three pence a head! No money? You run into my tavern with your pockets bone 
dry? Tell you what. You can pay in kind. Anabelle in the kitchen’s expecting some bags of flour, 
only I don’t have time to deliver them. Out that way, can’t miss it. Just cut through the garden. 
You deliver those for me and I’ll forgive your debt.” 
 
Guests must carry heavy bags of flour. Tavern Owner will decide how many depending on the 
size and makeup of the crowd. Bags heavy enough to need two people or one really strong 
person to carry. 
 

4) GARDENER (SCARECROW ALLEY) 
 
The Gardener, Agatha, is worrying over her crops. Three long planks stretch along the path. 
 
Gardener (Agatha) 
“Wait! Stop! Don’t trample through here like a herd of elephants! I’m still recovering from 
Ichabod Crane’s passing. He ran through here, destroying everything in sight! He was mad, I tell 
you! Mad! Screaming about the Headless Horseman and waving his arms in the air! He 
trampled my azaleas before I could so much as turn around! Last I saw of him, he was heading 
straight for that bonfire up ahead!” 
 
Sends them on towards the Bonfire, but forces them to walk along the planks. 
 
“Watch where you step! I just planted these and won’t have you tromping on them. Cross on the 
planks!” 
 
Guests must cross the planks. 
 
 
 

5) BONFIRE (OUTSIDE ACTIVITY CENTER) 
 



NOTE: As this is during the day, there probably will not be a Bonfire lit. But the actors can play 
as if there will be one later that night. 
 
 
Old Sue 
“Are those from Enoch? Well don’t just stand there, bring them here!” 
 
Guests must deliver bags of flour per Old Sue’s instructions. 
 
“I thank you very much. It’s going to be quite a bonfire tonight. Quite the celebration. Brom 
Bones is finally marrying his Katrina! Oh, those two lovebirds make for a blessed couple! 
Everyone agrees! Well, almost everyone. That Schoolmaster’s none too excited, I promise you. 
You know, some of the old Dutch Wives say he was carried away by the Headless Horseman! 
But I know the truth! I saw him! Not ten minutes ago! He was making for the Schoolhouse over 
there. His old haunting grounds. If you’re looking for him, that’s where you’ll find him. Hiding 
away with all his precious books.” 
 
Once the Guests leave, someone will return the sacks to the Tavern. There are, obviously, a 
bunch of sacks, so it doesn’t have to be between every group. They’ll probably need a 
wheelbarrow and a secret path. :) 
 

6) ICHABOD’S SCHOOLHOUSE 
 
Approaching the Schoolhouse, Guests hear a woman in dismay. The enter to find Lillian 
standing amidst a pile of books. 
 
Lillian 
“Look at this mess! Can you believe this mess? Good day, Sir. I says to him. Not seen you in a 
while. Just making small talk, you understand. I mean he looked like a ghost! Who? The 
Schoolmaster! Ichabod Crane! He was just here. Just popped in out of the blue and started 
pulling books off of shelves like he was searching for something. Don’t know what, but he finally 
found it, tucked it under his arm, and raced out the door!” 
 
“Where’d he go? Well I’ll tell you if you help me clean up this mess!” 
 
Guests must help Lillian put all the books back on the shelf. 
 
“Thank you so much. He was headed west. Toward the church!” 
 
Once the Guests leave, Lillian pulls all of the books off of the shelves to reset. 
 

7) SLEEPY HOLLOW CHURCH  
 



Guests enter through the back of the Church structure to find Father Aaron, disheveled, trying to 
put his little room back together after what looks like a hurricane. Father Aaron screams in fear 
when he spots the Guests. 
 
Father Aaron 
“Oh! Forgive me, my children! You startled me. I’m a bit on edge after the Schoolmaster’s visit 
moments ago. He was a man possessed by demons! He was waving a book around and yelling 
‘Gravestones! Where are the Gravestones?’ I tried to explain that we keep our gravestones 
outside, with the graves. But as God as my witness, he grabbed my vestments, frothing at the 
mouth. ‘It says the password’s on the gravestones!’ Then he tossed his book aside and ran out 
into the graveyard!” 
 
Father Aaron points them out the front of the church into the Cemetery. 
 
“I watched, terrified, as that mad man ran amongst the gravestones searching for something. 
When he found it, he ran off toward that cave! That’s where you’ll find that mad man! In the 
cave!” 
 

8) CEMETERY 
 
Guests search the gravestones for a password. It will be rather obvious. 
 
Once they have it, they move on to the cave (Devil’s Den) 
 

9) DEVIL’S DEN 
 
Guests enter the cave and First Schoolboy leaps down in front of them from the throne. Behind 
him, Second Schoolboy is nervously packing junk from the floor into crates. 
 
First Schoolboy 
“Halt! Password!” 
 
Guests give Schoolboy the password they’ve pieced together from the clues on the 
gravestones. 
 
“Right. In ya go.” 
 
NOTE: If the Guests do NOT have the password, they get in anyway with: 
 
First Schoolboy 
“They don’t have the password!” 
 
Second Schoolboy 



“What was the password?” 
 
First Schoolboy 
“I don’t remember!” 
 
Second Schoolboy 
“Me neither. Let them in!” 
 
First Schoolboy 
“Alright. But just this once!” 
 
Then Second Schoolboy steps in (no matter if they had the password or not). 
 
Second Schoolboy 
“Over here! Quickly! Help me load this box! Hurry! We’ve got to get out of here!” 
 
Guests must help Schoolboys load one (or more if it is a big group) box with the junk they find 
on the floor. 
 
When the box is loaded and the lid is on the box, Second Schoolboy steps back, wiping his 
brow. 
 
Second Schoolboy 
“Master Crane just ran through here and told us The Headless Horseman’s coming! We thought 
we’d be safe here in our hideout, but Master Crane said no one was safe!” 
 
First Schoolboy 
“He ran out the back screaming. I don’t know about you, but we’re taking his advice and you 
should, too. Run! Run for your lives!” 
 
Guests exit through the back. Schoolboys quickly unpack the boxes. 
 
QUESTION: Can we string up a series of thick ropes across the exit, like a web? One that 
the Guests have to work their way through? 
 
 

10) GYPSY & TREE DEMON (Woman in Cart) 
 
Guests arrive at the cart staging area. Mrs. Abernathy is hiding in the cart. It is possible the 
Guests will not at first see her. In which case she will call out to them. 
 
Mrs. Abernathy 
“Help! Help! Brigand! Thief!” 



 
Once she has their attention, she calms down and climbs out of the cart. 
 
Mrs. Abernathy 
“Is he gone? Oh, it was awful! He accosted me! For my salt! He shoved me to the ground, 
ripped open the barrel, and grabbed a handful. He was frothing and foaming at the mouth. I 
think he’s possessed. Or insane. Definitely touched. Tell the truth, I’d thought he died when he 
vanished a few weeks ago. Maybe he did! Maybe that was his shade!” 
 
Mrs. Abernathy crosses herself. 
 
Mrs. Abernathy 
“If you must find him, he headed toward that old wreck up yonder. I wouldn’t go near there, I 
warn you! It’s haunted! By Esmeralda the Witch! That’s why he took my salt, as an offering. If 
you’re headed over there, you must each take a handful. You must give her an offering of salt or 
she’ll turn you into a newt!” 
 
Guests each take a handful of salt from the barrel before leaving. 
 
Once Guests leave, Mrs. Abernathy climbs back up into the cart to await the next group. 
 

11) VAMPIRATE SHIP (Esmeralda) 
 
Guest find Esmeralda hanging out in the opening in the middle of the ship. 
 
Esmeralda 
“Good day, friends! Oh, you’ve all got a handful of salt, don’t you?” *sigh* “Let me guess. Old 
Mrs. Abernathy told you I was a witch and said if you didn’t offer me salt I’d turn you into a 
rabbit.” 
 
(Guests will probably tell her they’d be turned into newts) 
 
Esmeralda 
“Newts? My powers seem to be waning.” *laugh* “Here, you can dump your salt in this barrel. 
You’re much calmer than the last fellow who came through here. It was Ichabod Crane, the 
Schoolmaster. Do you know him? An odd bird. Frightened out of his wits, he was. Told me to 
run for my life before the Headless Horseman came for me then he ran off toward those tents 
up there.” *laughs* “Headless Horseman! That old Dutch Wives’ Tale! Don’t you go believing 
that nonsense!” 
 
Guests dump their salt into the barrel. 
 
Esmeralda 



“Why the old crone thinks a witch would want salt is beyond me. A bit of your hair, perhaps. Or a 
tooth. I can do some very nice things with a tooth. Anyone care to offer one up? What? I never 
said I wasn’t a witch. I just don’t need salt. You, Sir! You look like you have fine teeth. May I pull 
one out? It won’t hurt. Well, OK, it will, but you can handle a little pain, right? No? Not 
interested? Eh, your loss.” 
 
Guests leave Esmerelda and head for the tents. 
 

12) UNDEAD SOLDIERS (tents) 
 
Guests find a Drunk Man who can hardly stand up. 
 
Drunk Man 
“Hold on there! We need to toast! To Brom! Go on! Raise your tankard in the air! What’s that? 
You’ve got no tankards? No tankards! It’s a scandal! Everyone gets a tankard of ale at the 
wedding of Brom Bones! Fine, raise your hands up in the air like you’ve got a tankard. Go on!” 
 
Guests must pretend to be holding tankards up in the air. 
 
Drunk Man 
“Right! Repeat after me!” 
 
Guests must repeat each line. 
 
“To Brom Bones and his mighty arm!” 
“A man of strength and infinite charm!” 
“He hunted for a wife! 
“To live with his whole life!” 
“And landed one with a farm!” 
 
Drunk Man falls down laughing. Then calms down. 
 
“Well I think it’s funny, anyway. Crane didn’t. He spat at me when I tried to get him to drink to 
Brom’s health. Can’t imagine why. Other than Brom’s marrying Katrina instead of him! He ran off 
that way, towards the farmhouse.” 
 
Drunk Man waves Guests on toward the Feeding Den / WItch House. 
 
 

13) FEEDING DEN (Philip) 
 
At the front of the Feeding Den stands Philip. 
 



Philip 
“You’ve all come for the festivities, yes? Excellent! If I could see your invitations! What? You 
don’t have one? Seems nobody has one. That Schoolmaster didn’t have one either. Did Old 
Baltus even remember to send them out? Oh well, go on in! What do I care? It’s not my money!” 
 
Philip sends them in through the Feeding Den and they come out in the yard by the Farmhouse. 
 
 

14) WITCH’S HOUSE (FARMHOUSE) 
 
 
When the Guests emerge from the Feeding Den, they find Baltus Van Tassel pacing in the 
courtyard in front of the Farmhouse. 
 
Baltus 
“More Guests? This wedding is going to cost me a fortune! You haven’t happened to see my 
daughter, Katrina, have you? We can’t start the wedding without a bride. Or a Groom for that 
matter. Brom’s missing as well. What kind of wedding doesn’t have a bride or groom? Ah well, 
you can go on in, I suppose. But nobody’s eating anything until after the wedding! As long as 
Brom and Katrina are missing, the food is off limits!” 
 
He urges Guests into the Farmhouse. 
 
Inside, they find Lady Van Tassel. She is fluttering about over a long series of tables which also 
stretch outside. The tables are set with plates, cups, utensils, napkins, whatever we can get. 
 
NOTE: There will be multiple groups waiting here, so what she says differs slightly 
depending on which group has entered. 
 
IF IT IS THE FIRST OF THIS BUNCH TO ENTER 
 
Lady Van Tassel 
“Oh thank goodness! It’s a disaster! They’ve set the tables all wrong!” 
 
IF IT IS THE SECOND (OR THIRD) GROUP TO ENTER 
 
Lady Van Tassel 
“More Guests? Baltus is mad if he thinks we can feed all these people! Well don’t just stand 
there, get to work!” 
 
There are shelves of plates, cups, utensils, napkins, serving dishes, and so forth outside. Lady 
Van Tassel instructs the guests to fetch the correct plates (a different pattern, or a different 



color, or anything she can think of) and swap them with what is on the table. This will keep 
everyone busy as more groups join them and we wait for the Barn Finale to end.  
 
Lady Van Tassel will flit around everyone, correcting them, telling them to switch out this or that. 
The idea is that no matter what happens, the task will never be complete. 
 
At some point, Lady Van Tassel will get a signal that the Barn Finale is empty and ready. 
 
Lady Van Tassel 
“Enough! Stop! Stop! Everybody stop! You’re all doing it wrong! It’s worse than when you got 
here! Honestly, you’re all as bad as that foppish Schoolmaster! He came through here and said 
he wanted to help but I know he was just trying to mess things up! So I sent him away! Last I 
saw of him, he ran into the barn.” 
 

15) BARN FINALE 
 
Brom Bones 
Ichabod Crane 
Jamison (The Horseman) 
 
Three-person scene between Ichabod, Brom, and Jamison (The Horseman). 
 
Guests enter the barn to find ICHABOD CRANE up in the southern loft. He speaks to them from 
above. 
 
ICHABOD: Close the door behind you! Quickly! 
 
Ichabod urges Guests to close the door and does not continue forward until they have done so. 
 
ICHABOD: Do you come from Katrina? I have a message for her! The Horseman is real! He 
chased me through the woods and caught up with me ‘ere I crossed the bridge! And his head! 
He hurled that hideous missile toward me with deadly accuracy! I thought I was done for! But 
Gunpowder, my horse, bucked me off his back! I tumbled to the ground and blacked out! 
 
When I awoke, I made to flee this cursed place, this wretched Sleepy Hollow. But I could not 
leave my beloved Katrina to fall victim to that entity of darkness! I cannot see her, for she is ever 
with that barbarian, Brom Bones! You must go to Katrina and warn her! Tell her her true love 
hides in the barn! 
 
BROM BONES enters up in the northern loft. 
 
BROM BONES: There you are, Schoolmaster! 
 



ICHABOD: Brom! I.. I did not see you… 
 
BROM BONES: Why do you hide yourself away in this manner, Ichabod? It is a joyous 
occasion! Katrina and I are to be married this very day! 
 
ICHABOD: (awkward) Yes, I have… so I have heard. 
 
BROM BONES: There will be plenty of food. Old Baltus Van Tassel has set a Kingly table for 
his daughter’s wedding. 
 
ICHABOD: (wavering) Has he? (shaking himself out of it) No! Brom, you must listen to me. The 
Horseman! He comes for us all! 
 
BROM BONES: The Headless Horseman? Well, he is welcome! We shall set another place at 
the table! Not that he’ll be eating anything with no head! (laughs) 
 
ICHABOD: Invite him! You can’t possibly- 
 
BROM BONES: Bah! I have dealt with Him before. Raced him for a bowl of punch, and would 
have won it, too, had he not vanished in a flash of fire. 
 
ICHABOD: You’re a fool, Brom! I shall find Katrina myself and take her away from all of this! 
 
BROM BONES: (suddenly serious) You shall do no such thing, Schoolmaster! She is my bride! 
(draws his sword) I will fight to the death for her heart. What say you, Ichabod? 
 
ICHABOD: Heaven knows an actual duel between the two of us would be far from even. 
 
BROM BONES: (playing with him) I’ll fight one-handed. Perhaps blindfolded? 
 
ICHABOD: Uhm.. well now… I don’t see- 
 
BROM BONES: (suddenly) What’s that sound? (to the Guests) Do you hear it, good people? It 
sounds like… hoofprints! 
 
ICHABOD: (quite frightened) Hoofprints? Where? I hear nothing! 
 
BROM BONES: (aside, annoyed) Neither do I. (louder) I said… HOOFPRINTS!] 
 
Suddenly, the sound of hoofprints is heard, growing louder and louder. 
 
ICHABOD: The Horseman! He’s come for me! 
 



The sound of hoofprints stop and THE HEADLESS HORSEMAN stalks onto the southern loft, 
where Ichabod is. The Horseman carries a huge blade, which he swings expertly back and 
forth. Ichabod is frozen in fear. 
 
BROM BONES: Run, Ichabod! Run for your life! 
 
ICHABOD: This whole village is cursed! Run away! Run away! 
 
Ichabod runs off. The Horseman turns to face Brom across the barn. The two brandish their 
swords at one another. 
 
BROM BONES: (deadly serious) Well, Horseman? You can have my head when you pry it from 
my cold, dead shoulders. 
 
There is a tense moment, then Brom just starts laughing. He doubles over on his knees, 
laughing up a storm. The Horseman begins laughing as well, then lifts his robe up and over his 
head and we see it is a young man about Brom’s age. 
 
JAMISON (THe Horseman): Did you see the look on his face, Brom? 
 
BROM BONES: Oh, you were magnificent, Jamison! (to the Guests) My apologies if we startled 
you, good people. I owe each of you a debt of gratitude for your assistance today. The 
easily-spooked Schoolmaster shall not, I think, return to Sleepy Hollow for some time, if ever, 
and my wedding may now proceed as the Good Lord intended. Now, if you will excuse us, 
Jamison and I are needed at the preparations for tonight’s festivities! Just make your way 
outside through that door and one of my good friends will see you off the property. I would invite 
you to stay, of course, but my new father-in-law has forbade me from adding even one more 
soul to my already bursting guest list. Farewell, my friends! 
 


